
Last spring, as local schools shifted quickly to distance learning, RNC staff

reached out to our partner schools to offer support. Since students couldn’t

join us at Richardson for their usual spring field trips, we created videos on

various nature topics in the park to supplement their distance learning. Going

into fall, it was a priority to further adapt our digital programming and connect

directly with students in a more interactive format. This led to the

development of the new Virtual Field Trip model over the summer. A Virtual

Field Trip is a live education program presented by a Three Rivers Outdoor

Educator over a video platform, such as Zoom. The program may be

supplemented with other digital content like slides or videos, but the key

element is the opportunity to interact directly with a live naturalist, and often

with one of our animal ambassadors.

Earlier in the fall, we were able to offer in-person outreach programs at Edina

and Minnetonka schools that were in the hybrid model, Virtual Field Trips

have been our primary tool for connecting with Bloomington students who are

in Distance Learning. While nothing can compare to being outside, teachers

have been deeply grateful that we are still able to offer high quality programs

allowing their students to ask us questions and inspiring them to explore

nature in their own neighborhood. In addition to schools, we recently used this

format to provide a live raptor program for older adults and received great

feedback on its effectiveness. In a challenging year, we are grateful to now

have one more valuable tool in our toolbox for connecting people to the

wonders of the natural world.
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The Connection

By Michael Gottschalk, RNC Supervisor
RNC Bridges the Distance with Virtual Field Trips
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Ice Harvesting Event
Saturday, January 23
9 a.m. - 3:30 p.m.
Although, Ice Harvest will look a little different this year, we are planning
on continuing with this annual tradition. We need many volunteers to
assist naturalist staff in making Minnesota history a fun and educational
experience for families. The event will be reservations only and activities
will be from 10 a.m. - noon and 1-3: p.m. All activities will be spread out to
allow for distancing and closed from noon - 1 p.m. Be prepared to spend 2
to 3 hours outside. Background historical information will be given.
Continental breakfast items, hot soup and snacks will be served.

Volunteer Opportunities

Fire Tender
Thursday, January 14
Friday, February 19
9:30-11:45 a.m.
Start a campfire and tend the fire for program participants
to sit and warm up at during the program.

NEW YEAR’S EVE SLEDDING
& S’MORES
Tuesday, December 31
11:30 a.m. - 4:15 p.m.
Build and maintain a campfire for families that are
sledding, help with sled waivers and clean up.

Volunteer Fun on Zoom!

Game Night - Bingo
Tuesday, December 15
6:30-7:30 p.m.

Join us for a fun night of BINGO! Families welcome to join in!
When you sign up, we will email or send you a bingo sheet,
along with a Zoom invite.

Crafting Fun
Thursday, February 4
1-3 p.m.

Join us on Zoom while we create together, a winter-inspired
ceramic tray (10" x 6") with texture using natural materials.
Register by Sunday, January 25. Please plan to pick up your
ceramic kit from RNC by Wednesday, February 3. After you
have finished your tray, it will need to be dropped off at RNC to
get fired and then picked up about 3 weeks later when it is
finished. Cost of the kit is $6.50/tray. Instructions and social
time included!

Tuesday, January 12
1-2:30 p.m.

Snowshoe Hike

Get outside and snowshoe with staff and
other volunteers. Learn about the history of
snowshoeing and the different types of
snowshoes while we explore the animal
tracks and signs around Richardson Nature
Center. (If conditions don't allow for
snowshoeing, we will hike instead)

Please sign up by calling RNC 763.694.7676 or emailing RichardsonNC@threeriversparks.org
*Please note that all in-person programs are subject to change or cancellation pending current COVID-19 guidelines.

Please sign up by calling RNC 763.694.7676 or emailing
RichardsonNC@threeriversparks.org



 By Pauline Bold, Naturalist

Nature Musings:
A Blank Canvas

Winter seems a bit anxious to get going this year. Cold and snow in mid-October is just too soon. The early snow was

a preview of scenes to come. 

One of my favorite things about snow is reading the stories left behind while sleeping. Yes, a blanket of snow is one

big fresh new canvas upon which the critters living around us leave their stories behind. We only need to know how

to read them. 

Arising in the morning and checking out the yard, especially after a new snowfall, can provide some of the best

storytelling nature can give us. As we slept through the night, many creatures were out and about. It can be a safer

time for them to come out from under cover. But with fresh snow on the ground, it can also be a dangerous time for a

prey animal. 

One day I found the trail of an animal that ended abruptly with the appearance of a raptor. Was it an owl or hawk?

I’m not sure. But the distinct markings left behind by its wings as it hit the snow to catch a meal told of the drama

that had taken place. I told artist, Chris Tully, about it and he asked me to bring him a picture. He was just starting to

work on the winter scene on the west wall in the lobby at Richardson. Finding it to be very interesting, he decided to

include it in the scene. He also admitted it had been one of the most challenging things he had ever done. If you have

not seen it, it is near the bottom of the wall. 

Some of you are very familiar with the prints we find while out on the trails, on the frozen ponds, in the prairie or

woods. Others may not have had the opportunity to explore and get to know the prints left behind by the animals

that live all around us. You can find these stories in your own yard, on your block or neighborhood while taking a

walk. Was that rabbit just hopping around munching on food it could find? Or are the tracks several feet apart,

indicating something frightened it and it bounded away. Do the paw prints lead up to a tree? Most likely they are

from a squirrel. Are they inverted heart shapes that lead off on a narrow trail through the woods? Deer, with their

small feet and long thin legs, need to have easier passage through deeper snow. 

To help you identify tracks, there are plenty of resources in books and online to learn about them. So you can go out

and enjoy the fleeting stories left behind before the snow melts or is covered by a new canvas to provide yet more

stories in the snow. Enjoy!

Hi! I’m Yanyan (pronounced “yen-yen”). I am

currently a senior at Jefferson High School. I’m so

excited to be working as a naturalist intern this

year!   At school, I am the president of Earth

Corps, which is the club my friends and I took over

at the end of my sophomore year. This is also my

second year serving as a Youth Commissioner for

the Bloomington Sustainability Commission,

where I am working on a few projects for

environmental justice. Overall, both of these

experiences have opened my eyes to the many

environmental problems that we are facing today,

and how important it is that we try to solve them.  

 In addition to working for sustainability, I also

enjoy playing the clarinet, dancing, cooking vegan

food, watching Grey’s Anatomy, and spending time

with friends (virtually and in-person). I really look

forward to getting to know everyone at

Richardson for the next few months!

Welcome Yanyan!

Good-bye, Andrea!
Good-bye Volunteers! I have the opportunity to fulfill my
lifelong dream of working for the National Park Service at
Everglades National Park. I will be working at the main entrance
station near the Earnest F. Coe Visitor Center near
Miami/Homestead, Florida. I will miss working with you all, but I
am taking so many happy memories with me! My Mother is
moving with me, which will be great for her, as last winter was
very hard on her. Please stop by and say “hi” if you are in South
Florida. I would love to see you!  Andrea



This fall has brought with it even more surprises during this unprecedented year! The busyness that October usually brings to
RNC was felt in a new way this year. Instead of apple cidering class after apple cidering class here at RNC, we were pivoting
and teaching with various school partnerships all outside. Familiar schools like Scenic Heights Elementary in Minnetonka,
only changed by adding the addition of mask wearing and smaller teaching pods. Poplar Bridge Elementary, in Bloomington,
moved mostly to virtual fieldtrips that we did as synchronous classes on their digital teaching platform. We also added a new
school partner, Highlands Elementary in Edina. Instead of only the kindergarteners coming to the nature center three times
this year, we expanded to teaching all K-5 pods in their onsite resource-rich outdoor space.  

We have also been working with grades K- 5 from Success Academy through Zoom! It’s certainly been a learning curve, but
we’ve had so much fun getting to work again with the students and teachers. So far we’ve gone over the subjects of animal
parts, winter adaptations, who lives in a pond, and watersheds. The students have been so adaptive and engaging.  We’re
excited to keep working with them in the coming months.

Our team continues to trailblaze new avenues of connecting with students, encouraging learning in the outdoors and
supporting our teachers. We will continue to pivot to the needs of schools as 2020 comes to a close and 2021 will likely bring
with it new obstacles to challenge us with.

During the month of October, in lieu of Chair Lift Rides, we offered three nights of Lantern
Lit Trails. We illuminated a trail with lanterns that ended with a story stroll from the
Hennepin County Libraries, and had campfires for folks to enjoy a fall evening. It was very
popular with over 700 participants for the three nights. Thank you, Tom LeMay, David
Ausmus, Jean Milnor, Tim Andersen, Lisa Hunter, Cyndy Darby, Stephanie Kampa, Becky
Gams, and Chris Gams. 

Fall Volunteer Fun!

Lantern Lit Trails Event

In September, some ambitious souls joined staff at Noerenberg Gardens for a field trip on a cold, rainy day. We learned about
the history and plants in the garden by the Horticulture Operations Supervisor, Arla Carmichiel.

Volunteers came to RNC to have lunch and/or
hike on the trails.

"Pivoting"


